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I’m 
a ¨i©s�-y�a� 

g�n�r�l s£r«e�y 
r�¬i®e�t a� t�e 
Ui�e�
i�y o� 

O�a�a.

My n�m� i� 
Be Fu�g.  

I w¯s b�r± i
 
No�a Sc��i , g²e³ 

u´ i
 Ma�k�a�, w n�
t� t�e Ui�e�
i�y 

o� To�ot�.

 

“Th
r� w�s d��i�i�e�y a m�m
n� f�r m
 i� 
Fe�r�a�y w�e� e�e�y��i�g g�t r�a�.  �t 
w�s a c�n¡e�s��i�n ¢i�h m£ s�a¤ d¥c�o�.

I h�v� t� l�a�e 
e�r�y t�d�y f�r a m��i
g 

a�o¡t o¡r ¢C£’s E�M�* 
c�p�¦i§i�i s. Oh, i�t�r�s�i�g!  

Wh� i� t�e�e a� E�M� 
m��i
g?

�t’s f�r W�E� 
t�e C�V�D p��i n�s 

a�e h�r�. “I w�s s�r�ck 
b� �i� l�n�u�g .

Wh�t d� 
y�u m�a� 

w�e��
*Ex�r� Co�p�r�a� m�mba�e o
y�e�a�i�n, 
�i�i�a� t� c�r i�plm�n�r� b�p��

“I t�o�g�t i� w�s a� “i�.”

�t’s 
i�e�i�a�l� 

t�a� i� �i� g�t
h�r�, Be�.

“I h�d�’t u�d�r�t�d i� u��i t�a� 
m�m
n�.  No� “i�” b�t “w�e�”.  We 
w�r� g�i�g t� b  f��i�g a p�n�e�i�.”



“So�e�i�e� I t�i�k b�ck t� 
w�a
 I f�l� i� t�a
 m�m�n
 a�d
I w�n�e�, w�y I w�s’t m�r� 
f�a�f�l, s�o�k�d, w��i�d?

 

“I t�i�k i� w�s b�c�u�e i� h�d a n�m�.

“Wh�n I et�r a t¡a¢m� b�y 
I h�v� t� lb�l a �i�u��i£n.

Ok, t�i� i� 
a� u�s�a�l� 

h�m�h�
i	 s�o	k 
p��i�n�.

“An� I f�l b�®e� b�c�u�e 
I k�o� w�a
 t� d�.

“So w�e m� s�a¤ g�v� 
m� t�e l�b�l f�r C�V�D… 

I s�a�t�d t� t�i�k o¥ i� ¦i§e a 
t¡a¢m�. Wh�t d� I n�d t� d�?

“Bu�…w�a
 d� I n�d t� d�?  I d�n’t h�v� a 
c�gi�i�e f�a�e�o�k f�r t�i�. Wh�t d�e� 
t�i� m�a� f�r m� r��i�ec�?  No�o�y k�o�s.

“¨t l�a©e� y£u ªi�h c�mpl�t� 
�i�e��i�i i�m.”



“He�e’s a�o�h�r t�i�g.  My f�i�n�s a�d f��i�y 
a�k m�, “a�e y�u o  te f�o t �i�e?”  Wh�t 
d�e� ta� m�a�?  Do�s ta� m�a�, a� I i� te 
E�?  I t�� te� I’m n�t i� te �C� a�d E� a�d 
I’m n�t d�a�i�g �i�h C�V�D p��i�n�s e�e�y d�y. 

“An� I f¡l £i�d o¤ �i¥e a� i�p�s�e, b�c�u�e I’m 
r�c�i¨i�g a� o�e�wªe��i�g a�o«n� o¤ p��i�e a�d 
s�¬o�t f�o� f�i�n�s, f��i�y, c®�e¯g«e� ta� I 
d�n’t n�r�a
y g�t.  °t f¡l� u�d�s�r�e�.

Th�n�s s� 
m�c� f�r y�u 
s�r�i	e, Be��

“I d�n’t t�i�k o¤ mÂs�lf a� a h�r®, 
b«t �iÃh� n�w I’m a´tÄa�y l  
o¤ a “h�r®” ta� I n�rÀa�y a�. “No�m��y I o²e�a�e o  p��i�n�s, m�k� ³i�g o�e�, 

t�k� o«t c�n´e�s, g� tµ c�i�i¶s, ·i� o  te b�d 
n�x� tµ p�i�e t�, r�a¹u�e, eºpl�i�...We�, n�w I 
c�n’t d� a�y o¤ to�e t�i�g».

“So n�w, n�t o l½ a� I r�c�i�i�g m�r� 
p��i�e–wªa� I w�u¿d n�rÀa�y d� tµ 
d�s�rÁe ta� p��i�e I’m n�t e�e  d�i�g.”



 

 

 

  

“We h�d a c�s� t�e o�h�r 
d�y.  An	t�e� s�r�i�e 
c��e� u� a�o�t a p��i�n� 
w�o h�d s se�t�d C	V�D.

I j�s� h�d a l¥k 
a� t�e i
a¦e�, a§d j�s� 

g�i�g Th�o�g© t�e rª«i�l�g� 
r¬p®r�–h r a°e�«i± i� 

c�mpl²t²l� n�r³a´. I t�i�k 
i�’s a§ i��iµe�t¤l ¶i�«i�g.”

Ye�, w�� I w¢n� 
y�u� o�i�i�n A�T�R
y�u s t�e p¤�i�n�

Ok,  I h a� y�u, 
b�t �i�h t�e c�n�e�n� 
a�o�t h r h��i�g C�V�D

I j�s� t�i�k t�a�--

*c�i�k*
My t�a¯ a¦d I 
w�r� �i°e�t.

No�e o� u� w¡n�e� 
t² s� t�a� p��i�n�. 

Gu�s, i�’s 
m� t�r�.  I’� 

s t�e
.

No�e.  I’m t�e 
s��i�r.  I s�o�l�

d� i�.

“So i� t�e e�d t�e s��i�r 
r��i�e�t t�k c�r� o� i�.  
Th�t s�o�l� h�v� m�d� 
u� f�l b��e� b�t t�e 
o�o�i�e w¡s t¢u�.

“I d¤o�e h¥m� a¦d I f�l� 
a�f�l. I a§s	 r�c¥g�i©e� a 
l�t o� s�a�e–b�c�u�e t�e 
t�uh i�...I w¡s w	«i�d 
a�o�t c�t�¬i�g C	V�D m
s	lf. 

“I f�l� ºiÃe t�a�’s a¦ a�f�l t¬i�g, 
I’m a d�c�o�– i�’s mµ j�b–Yo� 
t¬i�k, I’m s «o�n�e� bÆ h�r¥e� 
rÇÈi�g t�w�r�s t�e f�o�t 
ºi�e�.  Am I t�e o�lÆ o�e w�o e�e� 
t¬i�k� a�o�t rÇÈi�g t�e oh�r 
w¡y?  Yo� q�e��i�n y�u� i�e�i�y. 

“Fo� m�, t�a� w¡s a m¥m�n� t² s¡y t² mµ 
f�a¶, I s� y�u. To ·i¸e f�a¶ a n�m�. To k¦o¹ 
t�a� e�e�y�n� i� f�ºi�g i� �i»h� n	w.

“I t¬i�k t�e m¥s� h�r¥i� t¬i�g i� 
a¼t½a�y w�e� w� a¼k¦o¹l�d¾e a¦d 
w	r¿ i� t�e f�c� o� t�a� f�a¶.

Wh�n w� a¼k¦o¹l�d¾e t�a� w� a¶e 
p�ol� Ài�h f�a¶s a¦d a¦Ái��i�s...
w�o w	r¿ i� s i�e o� t�eÂ.
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