
O�ario Medical A�ociation Physician Hea
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pa�emic serves to docume� experiences a� �are powe�ul na�atives for a �ofe�ion at a 
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My n�m� 
i� So��i� 
Ga�d�i. 

I g�a�u�t�d 
f�o� m��i�a� s	h�l 
a� t�e U�i�e��i�y 

o� To�o�t� 
i� 1�0. 

I �i� 
m� r� i�e­c� a� 
St. Mi
h�e
’s 

Ho��i�a�.

“I’d n�v�r e�e� l�f� To�o�t� f�r m
r� t�a	 a 
w�k�n� w�e� I �i� a c
�u�i�y r
t��i n i­ Pa�y 
So�n�. I f�� i­ l v� �i�h t�e c�a�e�g�s a	d s�o�e
o� r�r�l p�a��i�e a	d I e�d�d u� i­ St�y�e�. Th�t w�
2� y�a�s a�o. I l v� t�e c
�u�i�y a�d t�e p�o�l�.

 
s 

“At t¡i¢ p
i­t i­ m£ c�r�r, I w¥r¦ i­ a m��i�a§ 
o¨i�e �i�h f�u� o�h�r d¥c©o�s. I g  t� t�e 
h
s�i�a§ i­ t�e m
r�i­gª t� r
u«d, t�e� h�a� 
t� m£ o¨i�e. Li®e e�e�y n�, I’v� b�n w�t�¡i­g 
t¡i¢ °i�u��i n u«f�l± °i­c� Ja	u�r£ – a´ t�e 
nµmb�r¢ s�a�t�d t� �i¢e w� a� s�a�t�d t� 
r�a¶i·e t¡i¢ w�s s¥m�t¡i­g �i¨e�e�t.

“I’v� b�n c��i­g f�r t�e s�m� p�o�l� 
f�r 2
 y�a�s. I k	o¸ t��i¹ p�r�n�r¢, 
ºi�s, p�r�n©s. La´t w�k I h�d t� s�a�t 
p�o�i�i­g m�c� m
r� �i¹t»a§ �i¢i�s b¼ 
p�o�e, e½�i¾ o� �i�e  ¶i­k. 	t w�s h�r�.”



“I w�r�e� i� o�r n�w a�t
r-h
u�s c�i�i� t�e o�h�r d�y–i� w�s 
s�r�n�e. No p��i�n�s i� t�e w�i�i�g r�m. Th�y a� w�i� i� t��i� c�r�,
w�i� f�r m� t� c�� b�ck. D
i�g e�e�y��i
g p��i�l
 t� d��i�e� c�r�
�i�t�a�y �i�h
u� t�e� c
�i�g i�. �t’s n�t e�s�--Th�r� i�n’t t�e 
s�m� l
v�l o¡ t¢u�t t�a� I h�v� �i�h m£ o¤n p��i�n�s. Bu� I t�y.

 
 

“¥t i� n�t t�e s�m� a¦ b�i�g f�c� t� f�c� �i�h p
o§l
. No� o©lª
f�r �i�g o­i� a«d c�r� b�t f�r w¬a� i� ®i�e� b�ck t� u�. 
y¯u°g
r d�c¦ w�u±d p²o³a�lª a´r�µi�t
 k«o�i�g h
w a v�r£ 
s�a¦o©e� c�i�i�i�n c�n ¶i�d �i�t�a· c�r� f�r p��i�n�s p²e¸y 
jº»i�g–g�e� t�e�e �i� b
 a l
a²©i�g c¼r½e f�r e�e�y�o�y.

 

“Bu� a�i¿s� t�a� Ài�c
mf�r�, I’v� bÁn r��i�Ài�g m£s�lf 
o¡ w¬a� I c�n d�. I c�n s�i� t�k� c�r� o¡ p
o§l
 I 
k«o¤. Th
s� r�l��i¯n¦ÂiÃs kÁp m� g
i�g, t�.”



“D�i�i�g t�r�u�h Co�i�gw�d--i�’s t�e sec�nd 
w�k o� Ma�c� b�e�k–r s­a�r�n�s s�o�l� b� 
b�s��i�g, f�� o� p�o�l�. I k�p t�i��i�g a�o�t t�e 
i�p�c� o� m� p�­ien�s–s� m�n� r l� o� t�u�i¡m. I'll
always have my job as a doctor. but sometimes I 
wonder how i'm going to keep my clinic afloat.

 

Do�, I
h�v� 1� N95s f�r 

y�u, w
e�e c	n I d�o� 
t�e� o�?”

Th�n� y�u s�
m�c , Mi�e, t�a�’s 
i�c�e�i�l�, pl�a�e 
b�i�g t�e� t� t�e 

h�s�i�a�!“I h�d t� s� a 
p�­i�n� a� t�e 
r ­iªe�e�t h�m¦ 
t�e o­h¦r d�y...

�s i�y 
g�a�d	o� 

c��i�g f�r a �i�i� 
t�d�y�

n�, w� c	n’t
 h�v� a�y �i�i�o�s

�i�h� n¡w. “Th¦ l®k o� h¦r 
f̄ c¦–i� w�u�d 
b
e�k y�u� h�a�t.

“Ev r�o�e �i�h­ n�w i¡ l¨²i�g t�i�g³ t�a� ´i�h­ 
s�m t�i�i�l b�t t�o¡e t�i�g³ a�e s� i�p�r­a¤t 
t� t�e�.. µt’s o¶ t� m­u�n t�o¡e t�i�g³. µt’s 
a·t�a�y v�r� i�p�r�a�t, a¤d t�e� w� k¤o¸ w¢a� 
w�’r  �i�i�g a¤d w� s� w¢a� w� c�n ¹i�d a§ a 
s�b��i�u�e i� t�e i�t��i�.”

 



“I’v� �i�e� t�r�u�h S�R�, H1N1, e�e� t�e 
e
r�i	s� d�y� o� A�D�. T�i� i� �i�e e�t 
i­ s�a�e b�t w	’v� a�w�y� g��e� 
t�r�u�h i� b�f�r�. An� w	 h�v� t� 
r�m�mb�r w	’� g�t t�r�u�h t�i� t�.

“Ro�e� Da��i�e s	n� u� a m��a�e t�e 
o�h�r d�y a¡ h�a�t� c�r� w£r¤e s: “We a§e 
t�e f o�t �i­e� o� o�r b��l�. Yo�’r� g�i­g
t� h�v� t� c�uªt o� y�u  p§o�e¬i�n
l 
i­s�i­c�–t�e k	o�l�d�e t�a� t�e b�s� 
y�u c�u¯d d£ h�s b°n d£n�...

 

“…a²d u �̄i�a�e�y a¡ a s£³i	t´ w	 µi� 
g�o� µi�h t�i� a²d t�e e¶p� i	n³e 
µi� p§o�i�e u� t�e m�t· i�y t� f�c� 
w�a�e�e� o�h�r p�t�n�i�l t�r�a� 
c�m�s d£wª t�e r�a�.”

“I f�uªd s£ m¹cº 
c mf�r� i­ �i� w£r�s.

“Th�t w	 a§e r�p�r�i­g f�r d�t�.

“Bu� m�s�l¼, t�a� w� a�e n�t a�o�e.”
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